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Thoughts on the 8. S. Lesson for July 14. The 
Sorrowful Death of Eli. Samuel IvIIS. 

The open voice again in Israel probably brought 
back to their minds their successes against the 
Philistines when ruled by the divinely governed 
judge*. Without putting away their sins, in the 
least they went out against the enemy and were 
badly beaten. Their thoughts probably revert to 
that great epoch in their national history — the tak- 
ing of Jericho Remembering the power of the 
presence of the Ark they send for it and it is 
brought. Its presence revives the drooping spirits 
of the Israelites and they make a great noiae re- 
joicing. Here is the nrk of God to bring us suc- 
cess. We will heat those Philistines and make 
slaves of them and all without our doi n K lin y 
thing disagreeable to ourselves, like putting sway 
our sins. It was all very nice. They could even 
have those fine, gentlemanly priests with them. 
Their c<fnragc was at the boiling point. The 
Philistines are offsijjhtod at the manifestations of 
zeal and wanted to run away. Their leader-, how- 
ever, give that m>st excellent advice — be strong — 
quit you like men, and fight. Right here we have 
the average Modern church-man und the world. 
The former a sinner by every act und thought is 
yet a nominal Christian. He gets into a light 
place perhaps in the path of duty but not forduty's 
sake. He calls upon his church to help him. With 
no change in his moral or spiritual status with 
nothing but bulldog courage to full through right 
or wrong, he wants the church of the living God 
to help him. flu pulls the form into the mire with 
him and is then very jubilant. He can now storm 
the gates of hell itself. He is a great big man and 
can do wonders. The noise he makes really scares 
Bome people who are opposing him. Sinners begin 
to tremble and say 'Muybe we had better get out 
of this fellow's way.' Hut some. old fellow who is 
possessed of tho same bulldog courage and the 
same spirit as the nominal Christian though lie is 
known by his true name says, 'Don't be afraid of 
that fellow I know all about him. He'll beat you 
in a horec trade as quickly as any man in town. 
Just you stand up to him and laugh at him you'll 
come out all right.' And he does. My friend 
don't persuade yourself that life, evil in the sight 
of Goi1, will make you a successful Christian il 
only you preserve the semblance of Christianity by 
holding to the ark of the covenant. God never 
came to the mercy seat to bless unless * all was 
well in the camp. The world will beat you every- 
tiroe unless you have more than the empty ark to 
carry with you. The glory of the Shelciuah must 
be in and around you if you want to meet your 
spiritual entmies successfully. They will fight 
you desperately it you nave but their own weapons 
to go against them with. Have none than the 
the, empty name of church and church teachings. 
Have the presence of God himself over the ark 
within the veil of your heart, then you are all 
right. You may for a lime bo defeated but need 
not be cast down. The true Christian can afford 
to wait for the full fruition of God's time. 'Not 
. my will oh God, but thine.' Ho prays while work- 
ing along the linos of the world's welfare. What 
of it if Prohibition be defeated in Pa. and Rhode 
Island. It is God's work and he will take care of it. 
"The great institution of Bkvtsry was on a more 
substantial legal basis after tho passage of the 
fugitive slave law then ever before and yet iu less 
to a n fifteen years after the passage of that law the 
negro was free. Chief Justice Roger B. Tauly 
said, 'A negro has no rights which a white man is 
bound to respect' and today the deceudents of 
Tanly and of Tanly'e slaves have the same Ifcgal 
statue. So with all great mora! questions he who 
is in (he right can afford to wait. 

'Truth crushed to earth shall rise again 

The eternal years of God are here, 
But error, wounded writhes in pain, 

And dies among his worshipers.' 

Let us watch and wait while working and pray- 
ing, and if we keep our lives pure we are bound to 
reap the reward sometime. 

We can feel nothing but sadness for the aged 
Mi. He was more interested iu the welfare ofJ the 
ark than of his sons. Hig aorrow*was for its lost. 
Let us all take a lesson from his tragic death. 
Poor, weak old man we say. Are we strangers ? 


Is there nothing we are doing which wt- know to 
be wrong? Oh let us all be so very 'careful ! Lk 
us take this matter home to ourselves. What 
sins of omission and commission are marked against 
each of us? If I had the power I would write in 
letters of fire before the eyt's of every man and 
woman this story of Eli, and giv« prominence, a» 
is done in the lesson to the Golden Text. 'His sons 
made themselves vile and restored them not.' 
Then I would put these qucstinns: 'What are you 
doing?' 'Whataie those over whom you have 
influence and authority doing?' 'Are you clean in 
the sight of God ?' If not remembLT the sorrow- 
ful death of Eli. 

R. 


How to Discourage Your Minister. 

The following is a good recipe: 
Frequently absent yourself from public worship, 
and if you do go sometimes, sit down and after 
taking a general view of everybody and every 
thing that yon can see, take as comfortable repose 
aa you can under circumstances you are placed in 
while the minister is delivering his address; and 
if yon wake up at intervals you may catch some 
disconnected sentences in his sermon : find all the 
fault you can with his preaching. Don't go to 
meeting if it looks a little rainy, or if it is cold, or 
muddy, or warm, make all the excuses you can. 
If your minister happens to .make a iitlle mistake 
in so mo way tell it to everybody and don't go to 
him. If anything in the church don't, go first as 
you think it ought to, why put all tbe blame on 
the minister. If he is financially embarrassed or 
involved tell him he don't manage things right — 
he is too lazy to work; never think that he has to 
spend from twenty-five to fifty, or perhaps one- 
hundred days per year to see to church matters, visit 
the members and spend from ten to fifty days to 
attend funerals, visit the sick, etc, never remember 
him for any ervices he faithfully perforated ; if he 
has a family in real want tell him to 'work as I do 
and earn your hash,' never look for that scripture 
that reads, 'Thou shalt not muczle the ox that 
treadeth on tho corn.' 'Who jjoeth a warfare at 
his own charges.' 'Who planleth a vineyard and 
eateth not of the fruit thereof?' 'They which 
preach the gospel shall live of the gospel.' 'The 
laborer is worthy of his hire (pay),' and if your 
eyes do accidently drop on some oi the scripture 
quoted, oh ! you will say that means some other 
denomination, that don't mean us. Pass it by as 
quietly as you possibly can by saying, 'he is only 
begging.' When any church troubles springs up, 
never think that the poor minister is always be- 
tween two fires when trying adjusting the same, 
never show any sympathy or try to appreciate 
his critical position but make yourself think thai 
be is made of iron or steel and has no feeling. 

Many more ingredients might be added but will 
let tbe above suffice. 

■ 

Now nearly all general rules will work both 
ways. As the engineer reverses his locomotive 
it will run the other way m well. So in this* if we 
reversed it will encourage him mightily Try it. 

J. G. Winev. 


Selected Notes. 


DY J. II. LAI it. 

— The 'five cities of the plains' were named 
Sodom, Gomorrah, Admab, Zeboim and Bela. 
These were the cities of the valo of Siddin, that 
were destroyed for their great wickedness. 

— Dr. Bethunes prayer, 'Lord pardon what I 
have been, sanctify what I am, and order what I 
shall be, that thine may be tbe glory, and mine 
the eternal salvation.' 

— Skeptics may scoff at the power of faith, and 
the purity of religion. Sophists may strive with 
perverse ingenuity to set reason at variance with 
revelation, the selfish and gain seeking may barter 
their souls for gold, and the gay and the thought- 
less may make a jest of life, but the Christians 
will "pursue their onward course to reap there- 
ward at the end of the race. 

— It is supposed that you cannot give a thing 
and keep it to— try it on a promise once. 

— 'I will not be afraid of ten thousand of people 


that have set themselves against me round about. 1 
— David, 

— 'Why do the heathen imagine a vain thing?' 
Who can answer ? 

— Promises may make friends, but it will not 
bold them long. 

— I heard a man not long since talking of how 
God reigned, and ruled this country. God reigns 
and rules we know in a sense, but if God rules 
this country with all its turmoil, its drunkenness, 
its debauchery, its laws favoring capital and op- 
pressing the poor, and a thousand other things 
that are not right and just, I do sinceriy pity the 
nation that God docs not rule. 1 dare to say that 
when Christ sits on David's-Th rone and 'the law 
goes forth from Zion and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem,' there will be quite a difference 
in the ad 'iii lustration of the government to now. 
' — If there is anything in this world that I dislike 
to do by way of criticism, it is to criticise pray- 
er, but we so often hear a term used in prayer 
that is utteily wrong I hat I feel to call attention 
to it. The term is tins, asking the Lofd to 'do 
more for us, and better by us than we are able to 
ask, or in any wise worthy to receive.' This is a 
stereotyped expression, lined almost every where 
and is not only improper but wrong. 'Able to» 
ask' is improper, for the man. that is not able to 
ask, is not a needful rccipiatit, but to ask God to 
do move jar its than we are worthy to receive, is sim- * 
ply asking God to be unjust. Think ot this. 

— In this civilized, enlightened, educated, and 
christian (?) country, we would naturally expect 
people to do things that would mantain these 
principles, but we are certainly disappointed 
when we expect this, fur in the great State ot Pa. 
•a large majority of people are willing to license an 
evil that in its nature is tho very opposite to civili- 
zation, education and Christianity. 

Licenced debauchery is. the -stepping stone to 
heathenism. Where one man is licensed to rob 
his fellow men of their money, their reason, their 
character and in the end their life, it is a shame 
to boast of euligbtmcnt and Christianity, The 
!>cople of Pa. have taken a backward step, or if 
not, they have refused to take a forward step. They 
are not willing to crush that which crushes es- 
tates, reason, character and man both mentally 
and phisicnlly. 

This does not look like god lines* wan making 
speedy strides among men. This dne,s not 
look like righteousness wjis subducing sin. But 
it look* the very opposite, and it is proo f positive 
that just so long as man rules the world, just so 
long will sin be dominant. But Christ will reverse 
these things by and by. Every christian prayer 
ought to be, Lord hasten the time. 

— It is astonishing with what, tc naeity most 
people will cling to lather's and mot 'tiers religion. 
It is often very good to take the example of father 
and mother, but only do people take their parent's 
examples in ruligon more than in anything else. 
Men who will abandon their lather's pursuits in 
life for others — will leave the country, and even 
their parent for some other country of greater ex- 
pectations, but all the while they will cling to 
father's religion. It is true father's religion may 
be good enough — so in i^ lit lie his pursuits in life, • 
so might be the country he lived in. Now if man 
will think and do for himself independently of his 
parents in a temporal point of view, why should he 
not do the same in religion. It would bo lar better 
for man to think for themselves iii religion too. 

Many people seem to think the commission in 
Mat, 28 : 19 'Go ye' etc. and 'teach' the nations is 
prima facie evidence that the church is commis- 
sioned to subdue the world to Christ, ind gradual- 
ly bring in the mellenium on tbe earth. But tho 
undeniable fact sustained by all the history extant 
proves tho contrary — viz : churches deteriorate. 
They may when organized, embrce the saving 
principles of the gospel. But they as truly apos- 
tatized, as they exist, for a century or two, and 
aa the subduing of the world to Christ is not a 
work of a few years by man — it is not worthy of 
belief, according to scripture. Christ and bis own 
will do the work themselves with great power. 




, The happiness of love is in action ; the test is 
what one is willing to do for others. — 'Ben llur,' 







